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(54) METHOD FOR RECOVERING WASTE INK FOR INK JET 

(57)Abstract. 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently recover and 
reuse waste ink which is sucked or ejected from each of 
ink nozzles for maintenance of a print head. 
SOLUTION: A waste ink tank 7WK is formed on an ink 
cartridge 7 and waste ink sucked from each of ink 
nozzles by an ink pump 93 through a head cap 91 is 
recovered to the waste ink tank 7WK. Each color ink 
vessel in the ink cartridge 7 normally becomes vacant 
before the waste ink tank 7WK is occupied so that it is 
possible to prevent a problem such as overflow of the 
waste ink which may occur when the waste ink tank is 
occupied. 
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